_ing several small bridges and in keeping the road

in the advance

I have the honor to be

 in the recent op

~ and, if possible,reach the Charleston and Savannah

S —— e — ————

opposed by a farce at all superior, to fall back un-
der cover of the tleet. . There was some delay in
starting, arising from the gunboats being well to
the rear, which, I improved, in borrowing from
Commander Steedman on board the flag ship, Paul
Jones, a twelve pound dahlgren boat howitzer and
fifty (wo rounds of ammunition, which proved of
great service tome, and for which 1 desire to re-
turn my thanks. I was a'so furnished, by General
Brannan’s order, with fifty men from the N. Y.
Yol. Engineers, under command of Captain Eaton,
provided with the necessary implements for cutting
the railroad, &e.

We were soon under way and had proceeded
some three miles up the river, when the gunboats
turned around &nd went back, in compliance, as I
was informed, with an order from the flag ship. I
however, continned on my course in the Planfer,
meanwhile signalling to the flag officer for at least
one gunboat—in reply to which he kindly sent two,
viz: the Pairoon and the Marblehead, which fol-

com = - 2 P —

[ Continued from Second page. ]
information of the General Commanding the forces,
that agreeable to the orders of the Major-General
Commanding the Department, I reported to Acting
Major-Geaeral Brannan this morning at cight
o’clock—with two hundred and fifty eulisted men
of the Volunteer Engineers and fifteen officers
constituting the Engincer forces,

Fifty-four men and two ofticers were assigned to
duty with Col. Barton, 48th N. Y. Vols, and far-
nished with tools and proper appliances to destroy
railroad structures, This detachment was placed |
under the orders of Captain Samuel F. Eaton,
Vol. Engs. and has not yet been heard from. The
remaining forces of the Engineers were placed
ander the immediate orders of Licut-Col. James
F. Hall, Vol. Eng; I was assigned to duty on the
commanding General’s Stafil

Theline of march was from Mackay’s point on
Eﬁoal Ri \'ltl.'r, on thclc&:::t road tm:sr.x-d:vliN Oldh}.}oco-

izo, ‘'Lhe general direction is about North from
the point, anﬁtihe road iz oa the right bank of the lowed after the lapse of a few minutes. The river
Pocotaligo River, begining at the confluence of ;fa!tglrsigoli:;s:'mgﬁwr;:rzggrgil\:;nga% b;; ;&e
the Pocotaligo and Broal Rivers and Iying from one %t low tide. 1 fowmit e’ difficnlty, therefore, i

quarter to three quarters of a mile from the stream, d R . -
The country through which the road runs is a reaching a point two miles distant from Coosaw-

rolling, sandy plain, except at two points where it hatchie, but it being slmost dead low tide,
cmssegs marshes and small streams, the first of | furtber water was rendered impossible
which is about five miles from the point and is on | ® the Planter 1 aground. T!!"““‘”E_’ few
«('aston’s”’ Plantlalion; the second ;s about six Y vl : e;,i :;t]}:o$¥b}:fat:-
and a quarter miles, and the plantation is called ICop peait ) -
€ Fran:lpton )7 at both of theseppoints serious en.- | i boat howitzer, referred to above,
gagements took place with the rebels. i Gould, 8d R. I. A., and a de-

't he Engineer Troops were cngaged from about
ten o’clo k until aiter sunset in making and repair-

g men. The swampy na-
pndered landing difficult, but
dyanced towards the main road
, to the officer in command of
h¢ ginibost “nearest me—and about

plf astern ; to cover the road in ny
ied. 1should state here that both
were unfortunately aground, and
were thus prevented from takiug a position nearcr
to the Planter. | -

in order.

Licut-Col. Tall reports Acting Lieut, Sergt.
Nathaniel M. Edwards, a3 especially worthy of
notice for his effurts in repairing the bridge at
Frampton, under heavy fire, and for his general the
cificiency.

The point reached was within a few yards of the
road bridge over the Pocotaligo, on the road lead-| My advance réported squads of Cavalry in sight,
ing from Old Pocotaligo to Coosawhatchie. This | as the main entered the road, which itdid at
bridge was destroyed by the rebels as they retreat- right angie, to the point of disembarkation. The
ol over it into their earthworks on the easterly | road proved to be an excellent one—hard and firm
—and evidently repaired but an hour or two before,
the dirt being still fresh, and the tracks upon it
was prepared by the Engincers, and was ready to showed plainly, that artillery, infantry and cavalry
be put together when the retreat was ordered, bad just passed over it. I continued my advance

This point is withi ut a mile and a half of | toward the town, driving in the enemy’s pickets,
the harleston ak R%igmml Officers | and ski;mixhin Le country as thoroughly as

ngm ecarlpiuiut. [ — mﬂn.:m&.uﬂngo, -

A small lunette that bad been abandoned was :}nhtle of a loca¥otive was heard. I was inform=
observed on the southerly side of the marsh on |ed by the « contraband,” who had been furnished
the high ground near ¢ Caston,” as a guide, that it was the ¢ dirt train”> which al-

ways at that hour, and which he said was

well on its way toSavannah. A few momentshow-
ever, proved that he had misinformed me, for when
thin a fow

side,
Timber for the purpose of rebuilling this bridge

Your obd't serv’t,
EDWARD W. SERRELL,

Col. Vol. Eng. and Chief Engineer 10th Army Corps. | the main body bad arrived at a point wil
Captain Lovis J, LauBERT, Bt“:g:d '_ . "&.M when the m’
Ass't Adj’t Gen’] U. 8. Forces, Bread River. St wasl !ﬁludn dtmﬂ o

Postscript—73 A. M., 23d Oct., 1862.—T cannot 3
too highly compliment Lieut-Col. Hal for his
zeal and efficiency in caring for the wounded | 3;
of the whole army duei *Iﬂ _ o
(‘apt. Eaton has ort the deta
ment commanded 0y
Barton, 48th N, ¥. .
the railroad at
return of the 48th N'
destroying the
Your
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Gen’l
20th inst., I

N. Y. Vols.,and fifty
lery (the latter und
H. Gould) with three
uncooked rations—on board th
Planter.

_On arriving at Hilfon Head I recel
tions as to my number in the line of'the f
also directions to report to Brigadier :
Brannan, who commanded the mﬂn on
reaching Mackeys Point, for further Soon
after daylight on the morning of the 22d, I .
ted to Gengral Brannan on board the Ben d,
and was directed by him to proceed with my com-
mand up the Coosawhatchie river—as near to the
town of that nameas I might deem practicable; and
disembarking under cover of the gunboats, which
were to accompany me, o move toward the town

ing idge: ﬁu immediately
opened fire upon us with their ery and infan-

try—fortunately however for us firing too high.

railroad,and destroy it at that point, and'the bridge | I fired a few rounds in return,when, as it was now

on it, over the Coosawhatchie river. 1 nearly night, and the enemy’s reinforcements

I was fully instracted, however, not to hazzard 'above, were double @ntire force, I marched

too much {n order to accomplish the above, but, if | slowly back to my bo During my retreat, the
|

skirishers frequently observed and encountered
small bodies of the enemy’s cavalry, who were
however easilydriven off. I directed Capt. Eaton,
of the Enginecrs, to destroy the bridges on the
rcad in my rear, which he did thoroughly, thus, in
a measure hindering the pursuit. The enemy,
however made his appearance and attacked us with
Infantry und Artillery, three several times during

them off with serious loss, as they were directly
under the guns of the Planter and Patroon.

As soon as the stexmer again floated, we re-
turned to Mackey's Point, by order of General
Brannan, and thence, by way of Hiiton Head to
this Post.

I regret to report that during the last attack of
the enemy, Lieutenant J. B. Blanding, 8d R.1. A.
at that time in charge of the Plunfers guns, was
dangerously wounded in the left arm and side—be
is now however doing well. This was the only
casualty on our side during the day.

1t aftords me great pleasure to state that cvery
officer and man of my command behaved, during
the entire day, in the most commendab!e manner,
evineing only a desire to meet the enemy, and re-
gret at the necessity of retreat.

Major Gireen act’g. Lieut. Col.43th N. Y. Vols,,
and Capt. Strickland, act'g. Major do.: were es-
pecially nseful.

Captain Gould 3d R. I, A., also, rendered me
most efficient service, as did als, Captain Eaton,
Serrels Vol. Engineers, all of whom displayed the
utmost z=al, energy and ability, in «ll they were
called upon tu pestorm.  *

1 have ithe honor to be, Captain, very :espect-
fully, your obedient servant,

W. B. BARTON.
Col. 48th N Y. S. Vols.. Commanding Post.

CAPTAIN LaMBERT
Ass t. A4dj’t. General. }

Hirox Heap. S. C., Oct. 2°th, 1862.

left the Bosion at 11 P. M.. with 12 men and a
negro guide, to capture a picket post ; went up.the
river by water to within two mi.es of my destina-
tion landed and rea hed the rear of the picketa
little after day-break,—send six men to occupy a
dyke in the rear, to capture any who might esc
me, then advanced and captured two ca
pickets, one a 1st Lieut. in Morgan’s cavalry, and

that two more pickets would soon be in,
. d to ¥t them’ i, and
stationed the remaining force about grounds

with orders to allow the rebels to enter the line and
then capture them, which was done. I then em-
barked and returned to the fleet and delivered the
risuners to Gen. Brannan ; the property consist-
ng of 8 valuable cavalry lLorses, 4 sets cavalry
equipments, 2 double-barreled fowling pieces, 1
rifle, 3 cartridge boxes and 3 belts to Capt. Cor-
Quartermaster of Gen. Brani an s Brigade, by
order of Gen. Brannan. My thanks are duc Master
Orman of the gunboat Paul Jones, who accompa-
nied me with 8 men.
s Your Obt. Servt.,
- Lieut. 8. M. SMITH, 8d Regt. N.H. V.

Col. Jonx H. Jacxsox, 3d Regt. N. 1. V.

, Novels in grest
and a finelot of English and
Furnishing Goods for the Army

S [ pn i

' AGENCIES OF AMERICAN WATCH COMPANY,

. NEw Yorx AND BosToN, OcToBER 13th, 1882
= sve to inform you that o to the large al-
Bilver, Gold and other Metals, Stones,
and Tools, the American Watch Company have
ﬁrrllloou}men per cent, on their productions.
ours =
ROBBINS & APPLETON, Broadway, N. T,

¢ HROBBINS, APPLETON u CO.,
153 Washington St., Sos.ou.

Iwm FOR AMERICAN SCLDIERS.
The Watch Compeny of Wultham, Mass,, give

e that lately issued a new staple of watch cxpress-

: soldiers and otiiers who desire & gout watch
crale These wetches sre intended to take
pe of the cheap aucbo:s and lepines of foreign manu-
re with which the warket is fooded, and wlich, &3
yery one knows, were never wmade to keep time, being ve-

manufsciurce, unsaleable in Furope snd sent o this

for joc.cnn, and o indlio purpcses ouly,

mew watch is most substentiall$ made, cased in stez-
and is & relisbie and accurste time-piece. It is

this new scries of watches Wi, , and they

be found at the stores of our agents, C G. Rob-

Bean!ui;nonsm.s_uelax(:o.,num for the
H. A. ROBBINS, General Agent.

has always o han sale, tho most desirable goods for
this section of lh-wunu-y.andtor,\rm}-m!m lowest

our cmbarkation, but on each instance we drove"

CcroxeL:—1 have the honor to report that I



